Walking Tour of the National Mall

(Direction from the United States Capitol)

Enter the Capitol South Metro Station. Take the Orange Line train toward Vienna or the
Blue Line train toward Franconia-Springfield. Exit the train at the Smithsonian Metro
stop and follow the signs toward "The Mall."

Once you have exited the Smithsonian Metro station, head onto Jefferson Drive in the
direction of the Washington Monument. Cross 14th Street and make a right onto 15th
Street.

If you do not already have a ticket and wish to enter the Washington Monument, follow
the signs for Washington Monument ticket information; if you wish to view the
monument from the outside or visit the monument at a later time, follow 15th Street until
you reach Constitution Avenue.

The Washington Monument stands 555 feet, 5 1/8 inches tall, towering high
above the nation’s capital. The monument offers an incredible view of
Washington, D.C. Nearly 600,000 people visited the monument in 2003. The
monument was created to pay respect to the nation’s first president. President
George Washington was born on February 22, 1732. In 1775, Congress chose
Washington to command the American troops; he created the Continental Army
and successfully waged a revolution against the most powerful nation in the
world. By the end of the war, Washington had gained a huge amount of respect
from the American people. His leadership, bravery and loyalty to this nation made
him an ideal selection for president of the new government. President Washington
served two terms from 1789-1797. He retired to his home in Mount Vernon,
where he lived until he passed away on December 14, 1799. Through this
monument, citizens of the U.S. show their enduring gratitude and respect to one
of our nation’s greatest leaders.

Make a left onto Constitution Avenue. Follow Constitution Avenue until you reach 17th
Street. Make a left onto 17th Street. Follow 17th Street until you reach the World War 11
Memorial, on your right; The Washington Monument will be on your left.

The World War II Memorial is the nation’s newest war memorial. Dedicated on
May 29, 2004, the memorial pays respect to "The Greatest Generation," the men
and women who emerged from the Depression to fight and win the most
devastating war in history. This memorial pays tribute to the citizens and soldiers
who sacrificed all they had in order to liberate a world which risked falling prey
to the forces of tyranny. Included in the memorial are: the twin Atlantic and
Pacific pavilions which symbolize a war fought across two oceans; the Freedom
Wall with 4,000 gold stars which commemorates the more than 400,000



Americans who gave their lives in the war; Roll Call of the Nation, which lists the
56 states, territories and District of Columbia that united in a common cause; and
the Arsenal of Democracy, wreaths of oak and wheat on each of the memorial
pillars symbolizing the nation’s industrial and agricultural strength.

After you have viewed the World War II Memorial, use the pathway on the Constitution
Avenue side of the monument. This pathway will lead you through the Constitution
Gardens and towards the Vietnam Women’s Memorial and the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial.

The Vietnam Memorial pays tribute to the men and women who lost their lives,
became prisoners of war, and/or are still missing in action. There are 58,209
names, inscribed in chronological order of the date of casualty, showing the war
as a series of individual sacrifices and granting each name a special place in
history. The wall stretches 246.75 feet long and 10.1 feet high. The memorial was
designed by Maya Ying Lin of Athens, Ohio, who, at the time, was a 21-year old
student at Yale University. The memorial was dedicated in 1982. Nearly 3 million
people visited the memorial in 2003.

After exiting the Vietnam Memorial you may then follow the pathways toward the
Lincoln Memorial across the street or make a left onto Henry Bacon Drive, which also
leads across the street to the Lincoln Memorial.

The Lincoln Memorial’s construction began in 1914, and the monument was
dedicated in 1922. The memorial pays tribute to the nation’s 16th president. The
36 columns around the memorial represent the states in the Union at the time of
his death; the names of the 48 states in the Union when the memorial was
completed are carved in the exterior attic walls. President Lincoln, who opposed
the expansion of slavery, won the Republican nomination in 1860. Upon his
electoral victory, seven states of the lower south seceded, forming the
Confederate States of America. The President felt it was his duty to uphold the
Union and would do whatever was necessary to keep the states united. On April
12, 1861, the South responded by firing on Fort Sumter; the result was four years
of tragic conflict. In 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing
the slaves within the states of rebellion. In 1865 he received Congressional
approval for the 13th Amendment, which abolished slavery in the United States.
President Lincoln was assassinated on April 14, 1865, six days after the official
end of the war.

Once you exit the Lincoln Memorial, walk down the steps towards the right. You may
once again cross the street taking a pathway which leads to the Korean War Memorial, or
walk along Daniel French Drive and then cross the pathway into the Korean War
Memorial.



The Korean War Memorial was authorized in 1986 and dedicated in 1995. In
1950, the Communist government of North Korea launched an attack on South
Korea. The memorial pays tribute to the 1.5 million American men and women
who struggled side by side during the conflict to secure democracy. The triangular
park features 19 statues of soldiers from various military branches and ethnic
backgrounds, positioned in front of a 164-foot gray granite memorial wall. Over
2,500 photos from military support personnel have been etched into the granite.
The memorial also includes the Pool of Remembrance, which lists the 22
countries of the United Nations that sent troops or gave medical support
throughout the war.

Make a left out of the Korean War Memorial, follow Daniel French Drive to the FDR
Memorial, Jefferson Memorial and the Tidal Basin. At the Independence Avenue
crosswalk, make a right and follow the signs directing you towards the FDR Memorial,
Thomas Jefferson Memorial and the Tidal Basin Boathouse.

After crossing the crosswalk, make a right at the Basin pathway. Follow the pathway
around the basin. The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial Park will be located on the
right.

The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial Park was authorized by Congress in
1955, but construction did not begin until 1994. The park includes walls of red
South Dakota granite, waterfalls, pools, gardens and statues created by American
artists. The memorial is separated into four outdoor rooms. The first room
introduces President Roosevelt’s early presidency, when he launched the "New
Deal" program in response to the worst economic crisis of the century. The
sculptures filling the second room recall the despair and hope of the times. A
grassy berm separating Rooms Two and Three represents America’s entry into
World War II. In Room Three, the President is seated with his beloved dog, Fala.
The fourth room honors the life and legacy that the nation’s 32nd president left
behind.

After exiting the FDR Memorial, make a right and continue on the pathway around the
basin; the Thomas Jefferson Memorial will be located on the right-hand side.

The Thomas Jefferson Memorial pays tribute to the principle author of the
Declaration of Independence and the third president of the United States.
Construction began in 1939, and the memorial was dedicated in 1943. The interior
of the memorial features a 19-foot-tall bronze statue of Jefferson facing the White
House. President Jefferson’s thoughts about independence and freedom are
inscribed on panels of white Georgia marble. Etched around the rotunda above
Jefferson are his words, "I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility
against every form of tyranny over the mind of man."
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After exiting the Thomas Jefferson Memorial continue, around the basin until you reach
the bridge outlet. Follow the pathway back up to the street level. Make a right at 15th
Street, also known as Raoul Wallenberg Place Drive. Walk straight, passing the Bureau
of Engraving and Printing. While on Raoul Wallenberg Place Drive, you will be heading
toward the Washington Monument until you reach Jefferson Drive.

Make a right onto Jefferson Drive walking past the Department of Agriculture. Make a
left onto 12th Street. The Smithsonian Metro Station will be in front of you.
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“First in war, first in peace,
and first in the hearts of his
countrymen.”
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Washington Monument

Washington: The Man

George Washingion was bom February 22, 1732, on his
father’s plantation in Wesimoreland County, Virginia. As a
young man he worked as a surveyor, gaining detailed knowi-
edge of western lands and a taste for adventure. When
Washington was 21 Virginia's royal governor sent him into
the Ohio Valley to warn the French to stay out of lands
claimed by Great Britain. In the ensuing French and Indian
War, Washington received his first military experience. Fame
gained on the field of battle led to his first political victory,
eleclion to the Virginia House of Burgesses, where he
served during the growing political diffioulties with Great
Britain. He represented Virginia in the Continental Con-
gress, and in 1775 Congress chose him to command Ameri-
can troops. He created the Conltinental Army, found and
selected talented officers, and successtully waged a revolu-

tion against the most poweriul nation In the world. At war's
end Washington had become identified with the Revolu-
tion's triumphant conclusion; no American commanded the
respecl he did. After the war, Washinglon réeturned to Mount
Varnon where he hoped to remain. But the young federation
was faltering, and as tha people had looked {o Washington
for leadership in war, so they looked to him for leadership in
peace. Al the resulting Constitutional Convention, Washing-
ton was elected the presiding officer. The new Constitu-

tion provided for a President to head the government, and
Washington was the |deal choice. He served two terma,
1788-97, and refused pressure to run for a third. He retired,
again, to Mount Vernon and remained there until his death,
December 14,1799.

The Monument
Tha Washington Monument at 555 feet, 5%
inches, lowors over everything in the Na-

tion's Capilal and reminds us of the immen-
sity of George Washington's conlribulion to
this republic. The monument is a classic
abelisk and has little in common with the
colonnaded temple designed by Robert Mills
to house stalues of America’s haroes. The
cornersione was lald July 4, 1848, ina
ceremony attended by Prasident James K.
Polk and other dignitaries, among whom
were Represenlatives Abraham Lincoln and
Andrew Johnson. The manumeni rose stead-
ily to 152 feet financed by popular subscrip-
tions collected by the Washinglon Monumeant
Soclety until funds ran out in 1353. it stood
unfinished for nearly 26 years until President
Ulysses S. Grant approved an act authoriz-
ing the Federal Government 1o complete
the project. Lt. Cal. Thamas Casey, U.S.
Army Corps ol Engineers, look conlrol, sim-
plified Miils’ design, and bagan canstruc-
tian. In December 1884 a 3.300-pound
marhle capstone was placed on lhe cbelisk
and topped with a 9-inch pyramid of cast
aluminum, a rare melal in 1884,

Visiting the Monument
The Washington Meonu-
men! is opan avary day

Libemy of Conprets.

axcept Dacember 25
from9a.m. 105 p.m..
September through
March; 8 a.m, to mid-
night, April through Au-
gust. An elavalor carries
visilors to the 500-tool
level in 70 seconds to
sea spoctaculor viows
ol the city named for
George Washinglon. A

small facility at the lop
ofters information for
sale. Park imerproters
lead scheduled lours
thal walk down the 887
sleps pasl 183 memo-
rial slones prexented by
individuals, societies,
cilies, stales, and na-
tions. Check with a park
ranger for timas and
dotails.

The Washinglon Monu-
ment is a unil of the
Nalional Park Syslem,
which consists ol more
Ihan 380 porks repre-
sonting importand ea-
amples ol our country's
natural and cullural her-
iage. For more infor-
mation, wrile: Superin-
londenl, National Capi-
1al Parks-Central, 800
Ohio Drive SW, Wash-
ington, DC 20242.
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Names Become the Memorial

Maya Ying Lin con-
ceived her design as
creating a park within
a park—a quiet pro-
tected place unto it-
self, yet harmonious
with the site. To achieve
this effect she chose
lished black grani

below the date of the
first casualty and con-
tinue to the end of the
east wall. They resume
at the tip of the west
wall, ending at the ver-
tex above the date of
the last death. With the

for the walls. Its mir-
rorlike surface reflects
the surrounding trees,
lawns, monuments, and
the le locking for

ting of the begin-
ning and ending, a ma-
jor epoch in American
history is denoted. Each
name is preceded on
the west wall or fol-

names. The memorial's  lowed on the east wall
walls point tothe Wash- by one of two symbols:
ington Monument and a diamond or a cross.
the Lincoin M ial The di 1 denotes
The 58,209 names are that the individual's
inscribed in chronolog-  death was confirmed.
ical order of the date The approximately

of casualty, showing
the war as a series of
individual human sacri-
fices and giving each
name a special place
in history. “The names
would become the
memorial,” Lin said.

The names begin at
the vertex of the walls

1,150 persons whose
names are designated
by the cross were
either missing or pris-
oners at the end of the
war and remain miss-
ing and unaccounted
for. If a person returns
alive, a circle, as a
symbol of life, will be
inscribed around the

5
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The Healing Begins

The Vi Vet

Memorial Fund, Inc., a
nonprofit charitable
organization formed to
establish the memorial,
was the idea of Jan
Scruggs, a former in-
fantry corporal during
the h\tm; It wAa;Hilng_?r-
porated on 4
1979, by a group of
Vietnam veterans in

Washington, D.C. The
founders wanted Viet-
nam veterans to have
a tangible symbol of
recognition from Amer-
ican society. They early
on realized that what-
ever design would ulti-
mately result, four basic
criteria had to be met:
(1) that it be reflective
and contemplative in

The Faces of Honor

Sculptor Frederick
Hart's goal was to cre-
ate a moving evocation
of the experience and
service of the Vietnam
veteran. He has de-
scribed it as follows:
“They wear it on their
uniform and carry the
equipment of war; they
are young. The con-
trast between the inno-
cence of their youth
and the weapons of

tains the emblems of
the five services. The
sculpture and flag form
an entrance plaza.

Dedicated on Novem-
ber 11, 1993, as part of
the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial, the Vietnam
Women's Memorial
honors the women of
the U.S. Armed Forces
who took part in the
war. The statue was

. war under the
poignancy of their
sacrifice. There is
about them the
physical contact and
sense of unity that
bespeaks the bonds of
love and sacrifice that
is the nature of men at
war....Their strength
and their vulnerability
are both evident." The
flag flies from a 60-foot
staff. The base con-

Ipted by Glenna
Goodacre and depicts
three women coming
to the aid of a fallen
soldier. It recalls the
courage and sacrifice
of all women who
served. Planted around
the memorial are eight

ellowwood trees—a
iving tribute to the
eight servicewomen
killed in action while in
Vietnam,

character, (2) that it
harmonize with its sur-
roundings, especially
the neighboring nation-
al memorials, (3) that it
contain the names of
all who died or remain
missing, and (4) that it
make no political
statement nl:lou‘l the

served in Vietnam from
that of U.S. policy in
iyl

n a pro-
cess of national recon-
ciliation.

(Left) To veterans and
their loved ones, the
!‘Ieal!rlg process often

war. By sep g the
issue of those who

g me-
mentos at the wall.

cross. In the event an
individual's remains
are returned or are
otherwise accounted
for, the diamond will
be superimposed over
the cross.

The walls are 246.75
feet long and the angle
at the vertex is 125"12",
There are 140 pilings
with the average depth
to bedrock being 35
feet. The height of the
walls at the vertex is
10.1 feet. The granite
comes from Banga-
lore, India; it was cut
and fabricated at
Barre, Vermont. The
names were grit blast-
ed in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, with the height
of individual letters
being 0.53 inch and the
depth, 0.038 inch.
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Lincoln Memorial

Lincoln: The President

By condemning slavery's expansion and maintaining that he
would not intertere with it where it already existed, Lincoin
won the presidential nomination of the Republican party in
1860. Upon his electoral victory, seven states of the lower
South seceded and formed the Confederate Staies of Amer-
ica. At his inauguration in March 1881 Linceoln implored the
South to show rezsiraint and tried to dispal its mistrust, but he
also pledged to do whatever was necessary to presserve the
Union. The South responded by firing on Fort Sumter in
Charleston harbor, April 12, 1881. Lincoln, in turn, issued
the call for troops to put down the rebellion, and four more
states in the Upper South—Virginia, Arkansas, North Caro-

lina, and Tennessee —seceded. The result was four years

of bloody contlict. In January 1863 Lincoln issued the
Emancipation Proclamation to free slaves within the states
in rebellion, thus raising the war to a higher moral plane.

In January 1866 he secured Congressional approval of the
13th Amendment that abolished slavery in the United States.
In his Second Inaugural Address, March 4, 1885, Lincoln
offered and reconclliation io the South. He was shot

peace
by an assassin on April 14, 1865, and died the next day, six
days after the surrender of Gen. Robert E. Lee and his troops

at Appomattox Court House, Virginia.




Washington, D.C.

Korean War _ Netondl Par Seree
Veterans Memorial

Tb:ese four-words o t{m‘wall of ﬁhe
Ko}'ean %ﬁ}’eterans Memorial reflect
the sennmw'fs*qf nien and women who
served in Karean War—as well ds
those wha:fought;
serve demotraey: fhrnuglwur our
Nation’s his*for;w" s, '
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From 1950 to 1953, the United States joined with The passing of more than four decades has brought
United Nations forces in Korea to take a stand against a new perspective to the war and its aftermath. The
what was deemed a threat to democratic nations time has come, in the eyes of the Nation, to set aside
worldwide. At war’s end, a million and a half Ameri- a place of remembrance for the people who served in
can veterans returned to a peacetime world of fami- this hard-fought war half a world away. The Korean
lies, homes, and jobs—and to a country long reluc- War Veterans Memorial honors those Americans who
tant to view the Korean War as something to memo-  answered the call, those who worked and fought
rialize. But to the men and women who served, the under the most trying of circumstances, and those

Korean War could never be a forgotten war. who gave their lives for the cause of freedom.

Photograph by Robert Shater



Korean War :
Veterans Memorial

Mational Archives

A Place for Reflection

Viewed from above, the memorial is a
circle intersected by a triangle (see
below). Visitors approaching the mem-
orial come first to the triangular Field
of Service. Here, a group of 19 stain-
less-steel statues, created by World
War |l veteran Frank Gaylord, depicts a
squad on patrol and evokes the expe-
rience of American ground troops in
Korea. Strips of granite and scrubby
juniper bushes suggest the rugged
Korean terrain, while windblown pon-
chos recall the harsh weather. This
symbolic patrol brings together mem-
bers of the U.S. Air Force, Army, Ma-
rines, and Navy; the men portrayed are
from a variety of ethnic backgrounds.

A granite curb on the north side of the
statues lists the 22 countries of the
United Nations that sent troops or

o ‘"‘T“"" ‘l'-k i

States once again found S0
broiled in a major international con-
flict. In the early morning hours of
June 25, 1950, the communist govern-
ment of North Korea launched an at-
tack into South Korea. Determined to
support the world’s imperiled democ-
racies, the United States immediately
sent troops from Japan to join those
already stationed in Korea; they fought
with other nations under the U.N. flag.
What was envisioned as a short, deci-
sive campaign became a prolonged,
bitter, frustrating fight that threatened
to explode beyond Korean borders.
For three years the fighting raged. In

gave medical support in defense of
South Korea. On the south side is a
black granite wall. lts polished surface
mirrors the statues, intermingling the
reflected images with the faces etched
into the granite. The etched mural is
based on actual photographs of un-
identified American soldiers, sailors,
airmen, and marines. The faces repre-
sent all those who provided support
for the ground troops. Together these
images reflect the determination of
U.S. forces and the countless ways in
which Americans answered their
country’s call to duty.

The adjacent Pool of Remembrance,
encircled by a grove of trees, provides
a guiet setting. Numbers of those
killed, wounded, missing in action, and
held prisoner-of-war are etched in

Washington, D.C.
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

1953 an uneasy peace remrned
means of a negotiated aotllei'i!ehtﬂm‘t
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established a new boundary near fhé A

oﬂginal one at the 38th parallel.

One-and-a-half million American men
and women, a true cross-section of
the Nation's populace, struggled side
by side during the conflict. They
served as soldiers, chaplains, nurses,
clerks, and in a host of other combat
and support roles. Many risked their
lives in extraordinary acts of heroism.
Of these, 131 received the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor, the Nation’s
most esteemed tribute for combat
bravery.

Robart Shater

stone nearby. Opposite this counting
of the war’s toll, another granite wall
bears a message inlaid in silver:
Freedom Is Not Free.
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In his 1941 State of the Union Address, as the nation
prepared for war, President Franklin D. Roosevelt
spelled out “Four Freedoms” as a reminder of what
we must fight for. From the days of his first Presi-
dential campaign during the depths of the Great
Depressicn, Roosevelt spoke directly to the people.
“| pledge you, | pledge myself,” he said in his 1932
acceptance speech, “to a new deal for the American
people.” Four years later, he proclaimed that “this
generation of Americans has a rendezvous with des-
tiny.” Throughout his Presidency, 1933-1945, he ad-
dressed America by radio in what came to be known
as fireside chats. Each idea, each phrase was under-
scored by courage and optimism that inspired no
less in the people he served.

More than 50 years after Roosevelt's death, his own
words call out from the walls of his memorial as if he
were somehow present. Those of us who know FDR
only as an historical figure will recognize these words
by their association with great and catastrophic
events. For the many Americans who lived through
the Roosevelt years, the words recall personal strug-
gles and triumphs during 12 years that seemed like

a lifetime.
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Commemorating FDR’s Presidency

The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memarial is one of the most the second room, sculptural groups—an urban breadline, a
expansive memorials in the nation. Yet its shade trees, waterfalls, rural couple, and a man listening to a fireside chat—recall both
statuary, and quiet alcoves create the feeling of a secluded gar- the despair and the hope of the times. New Deal social and eco-
den rather than an imposing structure. The memorial is divided nomic programs are depicted in bronze panels.
into four outdoor galleries, or rooms, one for each of FDR’s terms
in office. The rooms are defined by walls of red South Dakota A grassy berm between the second and third rooms marks the
granile and by ornamental plantings; quotations from FDR are historical point at which Rooseveit and the nation confronted
carved into the granite. Water cascades and quiet pools are pre- World War Il. In the third room, Roosevelt appears as a seated
sent throughout., Each room conveys in its own way the spirit of figure, his beloved dog Fala sits nearby. The fourth room honors
this great man. the life and legacy of FDR. A sculptural relief of Rooseveit's
funeral cortege hangs in an alcove. The statue of Eleanor Roose-
A sculpture of the Presidential seal is mounted inside the entry- velt commemorates her role as First Lady, as well as her later
way. The first room introduces FDR's early presidency, when he work as United Nations delegate and champion for human rights.

launched the New Deal in response to the worst economic crisis In the plaza is a timeline of important dates and events from the
'_pi.t__i\'le century. A relief sculpture depicts his first inauguration. In extraordinary life of Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

% gy

Building the Memorial The Franklin About Your Visit The memorial stands in
Delano Roosevelt Memorial Commission West Potomac Park, between the Tidal
was established by Congress in 1955. Its Basin and the Potomac River. At the front

guidelines invited prospective designers to entrance is an information area and a book-
look to “the character and work of Franklin store. Park rangers are available from 8 a.m.

Delano Roosevelt to give us the theme of to midnight. The Franklin Delano Roosevelt
a memorial that will do him the honor he Memorial is part of the National Park Sys-
deserves and transmit his image to future tem, one of more than 370 parks that are

generations.” It was not until May 1997 that  examples of our nation's natural and cultur-
the memorial took its place alongside other  al heritage. Address inguiries to: Super-

Presidential monuments in Washington, intendent, National Capital Parks-Central,
D.C. Designed by Lawrence Halprin, the 900 Ohio Drive SW, Washington, DC 20024-
memorial incorporates the work of promi- 2000. Further information is available at
nent American artists Leonard Baskin, Neil www.nps.gov/nacc.

George Segal's sculpture of a 1930s breadline cap- Estern, Robert Graham, Thomas Hardy, and . .

tures the hunger, both literal and figurative, that George Segal, as well as master stone-
many Americans felt during th ression years.
Y NI SN SEY, 39 Dy ve aelon Y s carver John Benson.
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“We hold these truths to be self-evident:

" : ‘ ’ that all men are created equal,
: } that they are endowed by their Creator
2, with certain inalienable rights,

among these are life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”

— Declaration of Independence

‘ )
L
b 4 - . ¢
“" A * 5 .
- '. 4 14 ’h ! I i z 1':“
. v "
. -
‘ .

' N : “>
5 . L] »"
” [¥] i. ‘
. > : y 3T
. : 3
» . » ' -
B ¥ - v
Thomas Jefferson—political philosopher, architect, musi- man and a government derived from the people, in freedom

cian, book collector, scientist, horticulturist, diplomat, inven- of religion and the separation between church and state, and
tor, and third President of the United States—looms large in  in education available to all, Thomas Jefferson struck a

any discussion of what Americans are as a people. Jefferson  chord for human liberty 200 years ago that resounds through
left to the future not only ideas but also a great body of the decades. But in the end, Jefferson’'s own appraisal of his
practical achievements. President John F. Kennedy recog- life, and the one that he wrote for use on his own tombstone,
nized Jefferson's accomplishments when he told a gathering suffices: "Author of the Declaration of American Independence,
of American Nobel Prize winners that they were the greatest of the Statute of Virginia for religious freedom, and Father
assemblage of talent in the White House since Jefferson of the University of Virginia."

had dined there alone. With his strong beliefs in the rights of
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“I have sworn upon the altar
of God eternal hostility against
every form of tyranny over
the mind of man.”

Thomas Jefferson: A Chronology

1743 Born at Shadwell, Albemarie County, Va., April 13
m1769-75 Member of Virginia House of Burgesses;

very early a part of an increasingly anti-British faction;
helped set up Virginia Committee of Correspondence
m1775-76 Attended Continental Congress; chosen to be on
committee to write the Declaration of Independence and
became its principal author m1776-79 Member of Virginia
House of Delegates; involved in rewriting state legal code
to reflect republican principles concerning landholding, inher-
itance, and criminal law; drafted Virginia statute for religious
freedom with the help of James Madison m1779-81 Gover-
nor of Virginia m1784-89 Ambassador to France; studies

of architecture and Roman ruins led him to introduce the
classical style in the United States, of which the Virginia
State Capitol, the University of Virginia, and Monticello, his
home, are notable examples m1789-93 Secretary of State

under President George Washington; bargained with Alex-
ander Hamilton to locate the Federal City on the Potomac
River m1797-1801 Vice President under President John
Adams; supported states rights; opposed Alien and Sedition
Acts as unwarranted infringement of individual liberties

and of freedom of speech m1801-09 President; negotiated
the Louisiana Purchase that doubled the size of the United
States; sponsored Lewis and Clark Expedition to the mouth
of the Columbia River; strove to maintain peace and not

be drawn into the war between Great Britain and France
m1809-26 Lived at Monticello; drew up plans, supervised
construction, and outlined curriculum of the University of
Virginia; corresponded extensively with John Adams m1826
Died on 50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, July 4, a few hours before John Adams





